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On examination, we found her
to be a petite five pound cat in
seemingly good health:

She was about six months old
and did not have a microchip.
Blood was drawn by the

certified veterinary technician

[CVT] to test for
and Immunodeficiency viruses.

The results came back in ten
minutes and she was negative
for both viruses.

She got her rabies and distem-

er virus vaccines and finally
while under a general anesthet-
ic, she was spa\{ed. :

The surgeon closed her abdom-
inal incision with an absorb-
able suture material, so that she
would not need to have skin su-
tures removed later.

After surgery, we placed her in
a large_ﬁberél);ss pet carrier con-
taining a litter pan, because the
next day we were planning on
adopting her out to a business-
man who wanted a mouser for
his office and work shop.
Earlg)the next morning, the lady
who brought the Calico cat into
the clinic, called and said -that
her father wanted to give the cat
a home, as he had become at-
tached to her.

We were happy at this turn of

events, as it meant that the lit-
tle Calico cat would have a good
home with someone to care for

er. .

The lady paid our adggtion fee
and happily took the Ii

home to daddy.
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Healing Paws Project Gracie:
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Illinois born Author Thom
Jones once said, “Dogs have a
way of finding the people who
need them, and filling an emp-
tiness we didn’t "even know we

This philosophy has inspired
the Healing Paws project .at
Monee Education Center, a
Crete-Monee School District
201U therapeutic da& school.

Program Director Brian Wor-
tel, initiated the Healing Paws
Project this year with Gracie, a
poodle/beag{e mix, who comes
to school with him three or four
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ber at MEC

days a week.
Gracie is the first Therapy Dog
for the Project. She had her pic-

| ture taken on Picture Day be-

cause she is a “staff” member.
Research shows that therapy
dogs can provide physical bene-
fits to people, by lowerin, blood
pressure, allowing the release of
endorphins that have a calming
effect on the body, improving
cardiovascular health, and di-

Students at MEC have em-
braced Gracie as part of their
day from her first day at “work”

ortel said “Therapy dogs are
showing up in more and more
places, including schools, hospi-
tals, nursing homes, and even-in
the work place because they con-
nect with people in such a special
way. Gracie_has been a game
changer at MEC, and she has
demonstrated a natural _ability
to relate to the kids as well as the
staff. They all notice when she is
not at school.”

Wortel said that he is grateful
for the support the program has
received from Superintendent
Dr. Kara Coglianese, and the
acceptance of the school com-
munity for new and innovative
therapeutic interventions such
as the Healing Paws Project.
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